
Knowaste is a specialist recycling company for absorbent hygiene products 
(AHP), which include adult incontinence pants and pads, disposable 
nappies, bed liners, wipes and feminine hygiene products. These wastes 
are generated in high numbers in elderly care homes, child nurseries, 
maternity units, disability and mental health units as well as ‘away from 
home’ use in retail, leisure and work. Knowaste estimates that these trade 
and healthcare wastes account for about 250,000 tonnes of AHP waste 
each year.

We work with local, regional and national hygiene, healthcare, sanitary 
disposal companies and their customers to help tackle their offensive 
18 01 04 ‘tiger bag’ waste stream, thereby reducing waste to landfi ll and 
signifi cantly reducing emissions of greenhouse gases. With increased 
identifi cation and source segregation of offensive, non-infectious wastes 
within the hospital sector, clinical waste incineration can also be avoided 
along with associated costs. 

• Meet your sustainability and 
recycling targets

• Pass environmental benefi ts to 
your customers to reduce their 
CO2

  impacts

• Avoid longterm landfi ll tax 
increases, enabling better 
fi nancial planning

• Be confi dent in partnering 
a vastly experienced and 
practical recycling company 
that operates three shifts, 24 
hours a day.

PHS All Clear is recycling signifi cant tonnages with Knowaste and helping 
to develop an AHP recycling network throughout the United Kingdom offering 
zero landfi ll to our clients. As one of the UK`s leading collectors of clinical 
waste, we feel that we have a duty to work with the market leader.

Anthony Pearlgood, 
Commercial Director of PHS All Clear

Working with 
Knowaste
...can help you reduce your carbon 
emissions and provide a recycling 
solution to your customers.

Healthcare and Hygiene 
Waste Management

Hygiene service companies can now offer their customers a recycling solution for AHP



Knowaste know-how
Knowaste has been researching and developing recycling technologies for AHP since the 1990s. The 
Knowaste process sees the evolution of the patented process with the introduction of advanced thermal 
treatment that sterilises the waste stream prior to separation to reclaim the plastics and organic fibres 
that replace virgin materials in making new products.

While Knowaste is a waste treatment company, our team has over half a century of collective experience 
in waste hauling. We are able to bring our experience to bear in addressing matters of collection and 
infrastructure. We intend to have five AHP recycling facilities in various locations across the UK.

Only Knowaste has the know-how to tackle this challenging waste stream and deal effectively with contaminants. 

The Knowaste recycling process 
...uses state-of-the-art technologies to process AHP.

Lower carbon impact
Recent Life Cycle Assessment research by Deloitte indicates that a Knowaste 36,000 
tonnes recycling plant diverts 33 Olympic-sized swimming pools or 80,000m3 of 
waste from disposal and reduces emissions of greenhouse gases by up to 70% 
compared to landfill and incineration; equivalent to taking 7,500 cars off the road.

We are delighted that our waste is being recycled and not sent to landfill. 
Today, it is something that we look for from our waste contractor and are 
delighted that PHS All Clear are leading the way with others on this. We recycle 
most of our other waste streams. It is also something that is important to our 
customers and it can be part of the decision making process for some.

Care home manager and PHS customer

AHP waste is taken 
to the receiving 
bay and loaded 
onto a conveyor

The waste is 
shredded and 
materials are 

separated

Waste is conveyed 
through a jet 

cooker process 
and is sterilised

Final fibres are 
reclaimed and 

bagged for 
collection

The plastics 
continue to 

granulation and 
washing processes

The plastics are 
pelletised and 

bagged for collection 
by manufacturers

Waste water 
and solids are 

discharged safely 
offsite

AHP is collected 
and delivered by 

partners

UK Sales and Marketing Office:  
+44 (0)121 453 3934

Our address is: 
Knowaste Ltd, 4 Fivewood Barns, Money 
Lane, Chadwich, Bromsgrove, B61 0QY

@knownappywaste knowasterecycling knowaste-midlands-ltd

Contact us to find out how we can help you to achieve your goals.

You can visit our website and sign up for our newsletter at www.knowaste.com


